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The Sri Lankan government has implemented the vaccination programme as 

a government policy to secure civilians against the COVID-19 virus. Every citizen 

above the age of 60 is required to take the vaccine as a precautionary action. 

However, there is hesitancy to take the COVID-19 vaccine among non-

Buddhists and the people who hold different beliefs and thoughts. This study aimed 

to understand different perceptions among various religious believers regarding the 

COVID-19 vaccination programme in Sri Lanka. Primary data were collected for 

the study via administering an online questionnaire from the period that started from 

the 1st of July to the 15th of July 2021. All adults aged >30 years were considered 

eligible for the study. The questionnaire was created using a Google form that was 

shared on WhatsApp and via e-mail. Demographic variables such as gender, age, 

race, religion, education level, and perception-related variables were measured. A 

total of 264 respondents participated, with a mean age of 53.08 years (SD = 6.54), 

and among them 55% were female and 45% were male. From the sample (n = 264) 

88% of the respondents have had the COVID-19 vaccine and only 12% have not had 

the COVID-19 vaccine due to different reasons. Most of the respondents generally 

held positive views towards the vaccination programme and appreciated the 

government policy. Further, a considerable amount of respondents highlighted that 

their religion and other views discouraged them to take the vaccine. The study 

revealed that the majority of the respondents accepted it, and had a positive 

perception regarding the government policy on the COVID-19 vaccination 

programme. However, a very small percentage of respondents refused to take the 

vaccine due to religious beliefs and misconceptions about the vaccination 

programme. The results of this study showed a clear understanding and consensus 

on the vaccination among Buddhists. However, non-Buddhists and people with 

different primary views are less interested in it. 
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