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| 'Welking catfish, Clarias brachysoma (Clariiadae) is a fresh water demersal
"' endemic catfish in Sri Lanka. This fish is listed as threatened species due to over
fishing, use of illegal fishing gear, habifats destruction, fishing in breeding grounds
and pellution ﬁom land—based activities. A comprehensive literature survey reveals
" 'that studles on breedmg of C. brachysoma and captive breeding have not been
carried out 1n Sri Lanka. o

As breedmg expenments are to be performed at Umver51ty of Peradeniya, two C.

brach_ysoma habitats were used to collect the fish. They were 31km and 188km |

-~ away from the University. Antibiotic treatments gave significantly higher (P<0.05)

survival rates when compared with the control over long distance (188km)
transportation. Survival percentage qf these, which were treated with antibiotic at

- 250mg/10L of water continuously for seven days after transporting a distance of
' I88krri was 86%. However, when they' were transported with tetracycline at
250mg/7 5L of water and treated contlnuously for seven days after transporting,
survival was found to be 100% Short distance transportation (31km) gave survival

rate of 100% even without antibiotics.
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