
PREFACE

The present study is based on an intensive field 
survey carried out by me on the financial problems associ­
ated with the peasant production activities in a newly 
emerging settlement scheme in Sri Lanka. Inadequacy of 
credit supply in the peasant sector is a world wide phenomenon 
The demand for capital made by the rural producers was 
most often fulfilled by the organized and unorganized 
sectors. In this study an attempt was made to measure the 
volume of credit supply to the peasant society by formal 
and informal .financial institutions. The area covered by 
the survey is the Hulandawa Left Bank settlement scheme 
which was started in the 195°s in the Moneragala district.
The survey was made possible by a grant awarded by the 
NUFFIC programme of the Department of Sociology,
University of Colombo.
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well as the dissertation. His stimulating supervision 
and constructive criticisms made the final version a 
reality. I am also grateful to Mrs Victoria Baker who 
shared her experience in the peasantry of Moneragala 
district. I must be thankful to Dr M.U.De Silva, the Head 
of the Department of History and Sociology, University 
of Ruhuna and Professor D. Atapattu, the Head of the Depart­
ment of Economics, University of Ruhuna, for their inte­
llectual encouragement extended to me at the crucial 
times.
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