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Abstract

An investigation was carried out to evaluate the ability of Melothria maderaspatana to protect
the livers of albino rats from carbon tetrachloride-mediated alterations in liver histopathology
and serum levels of alanine aminotransferase, aspartate aminotransferase and alkaline
phosphatase. Treatment with an aqueous extract of Melothria aerial parts (either before or after
CCl, administration) markedly decreased CCls-mediated alterations in liver histopathology as
wellas serum enzyme levels. Results provide supportive evidence for the folklore view that this

plant is a good hepatotonic.
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